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VFW 1st District 
of California   

 DISPATCH 

 

From the Commander, 

 

Well, the first month of 

this year has come and 

gone and we as usual 

ma d e  i t  a  ve r y  bu sy 

month.  We visited two 

Posts, recruited at 32nd St, 

held a District Membership meeting, attended C of A in 

Sacramento and had our Official Visit from the Depart-

ment Commander and President. 

 

As of this month we have no Posts on suspension and we 

have worked very hard at keeping our Posts in good 

working order.  I would personally like to thank Alex 

Brown, Chuck Anfuso, Michael "Buck" Foster, Russ 

Eseltine, and Ron Bonin for their help in clearing the sus-

pensions.  I hope that we do not have to use another sus-

pension this year. 

 

The Voice of Democracy Banquet at the C of A was 

again a huge success.  If you have not seen the winners of 

the PP/VOD please take at look at the Department web-

site for a picture and surprise @ vfwca.org. 

 

Our Official Visit was a huge success.  We visited 18 

Posts and the VA Hospital where the Ladies Auxiliary 

presented their check to the Administrator.  Those in the 

official party were very impressed with our District and 

how the different Posts interact.  We had a great Banquet 

with over 150 Comrades and Sisters in Western wear en-

joying a great meal by Post 5867.  Thank You Comrades 

and Sisters from Post 5867 for your hard work and great 

food. 

 

Our membership is at 97.65 as I'm writing this article and 

I hope you are still actively pursuing those new and  

Hello Everyone! I hope you are having 

a beautiful VFW DAY!  

 

January was a very busy month and 

seemed to fly by. Major events that took 

place included the Department C of A 

and VOD/PP Banquet both of which 

took place in Sacramento and our an-

nual Official Visit by State Commander Bobby Price and 

President Joyce Bilyeu here in District 1. 

 

The C of A was informative and educational. If at all pos-

sible and time allows, I encourage you to try to attend the 

next C of A. We receive up dated information regarding 

VFW core programs and listen to speakers who have their 

finger on the pulse of Veterans Affairs. This timely infor-

mation is given to all District Chairmen so when the 

package of information arrives, please open it immedi-

ately. For example Cancer Aid and Research has a new 7-

7-7 fundraiser and Membership is always a hot topic, es-

pecially this year. We are pushing for 100% + in mem-

bership for 2 reasons. 1st and foremost, we are here for 

our veterans and our membership counts in Congress.  

Our VFW representatives will speak out against cuts that 

pertain to veteranôs entitlements. 2ndly, Our National 

President is from California and we want to do her proud.  

Please bring us one more member. Membership is the life 

blood of our organization. 

 

We had a wonderful time entertaining our State Com-

mander Bobby Price and President Joyce Bilyeu. The 

Sheriffôs Museum in Old Town is a place Joyce has al-

ways wanted to see and we post hopped around the Dis-

trict eating at almost every stop!  The Official Visit Ban-

quet was a huge success thanks to Master of Ceremonies 

Matt Dillon and Miss Kitty, AKA Doug and Sheri Car-

rington.  Carter Smith Post 5867 was transformed into the  

District 1 Commander Dale Smith District 1 President Ellie Mello 
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 Presidentôs Message Continued 

ñRED EYE SALOONò complete with deputy sheriffs to 

keep the peace. Thank you to everyone who participated 

in making the events wonderful memories for our Depart-

ment guests. 

 

Please be sure to read Sr. Vice Maria McCoyôs article on 

coming events.  Our District Historian Sheri Carrington is 

holding a workshop and on the same day, I will hold a 

school of instruction focusing on reporting and ñYear End 

Application for All State Presidentò. Every Auxiliary 

President is eligible and should fill this out!   

 

In closing, thank you for all you do for our veterans. Free-

dom isnôt free and our brightest and best stands watch 

around the world so that we may sleep peacefully at 

night. 

 

Regards, 

Ellie Mello 

District 1 President 

Comrades, 

 

My intent is to cover items 

of interest, training and con-

cern to the VFW. This is part 

7 of the series. This article is 

for ALL members to be fa-

miliar with. The topic is 

ñWhat order does a Post meeting followò? I have seen 

that most Posts follow a general theme while conducting a 

meeting but there actually is a proper format. Ultimately 

it is the Post Commanderôs meeting and the manual is a 

ñguideò but for consistency alone, itôs best to follow the 

prescribed order. 

 

Refer to the VFW Podium Edition, in the ñVFW RIT-

UALò (white section) dated September 2011. Beginning 

on page 18 is the ñORDER OF BUSINESSò. This is the 

proper format. Remember also that you rap twice for 

stand up, once for sit down. 

 

Should the Post opt not to use the National By-Laws, you 

must create your own. And the Post By-Laws MUST be 

approved by the National Organization before they can be 

adopted. 

 

Yours in Comradeship, 

 

Doug Carrington  

District 1 Chief of Staff 

2011-12 

District 1 Cdr Dale Smith Continued 

reinstates.  Letôs make it our goal to not only achieve 

100% but to exceed our quota.  We, as a team, can ac-

complish what we set out to do and even get better.  Keep 

up the hard work and I hope to be visiting you again this 

year in an unofficial visit for fun to show my appreciation 

for all your hard work. 

 

Ahead Full - Steady as you go. 

 

Dale E. Smith 

District 1 Commander 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Department of California 

District 1 Chief of Staff Doug Carrington 

1st District Roster Change 
 

"Page 8, Scott Langhoff, Veterans Services and Employ-

ment Chairman: Correct cellular telephone number to 

read (619) 884-5917." The same as his Home Phone. 

VFW POST 2111 KITCHEN 
 

The kitchen is still available for a six month lease effec-

tive March 1, 2012.  If you are interested or know of 

someone who might be interested please contact the Club 

Manager/Kitchen Chair for further details.   

 

Jim Stephenson 

Kitchen Chair 

619-422-1262 
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 District 1 Sr Vice Cdr Russ Eseltine VAVS/Hospital/Home Committee 

Comrades, 
 

Like all medical facilities, the Department of Veterans 

Affairs hospitals, clinics and nursing homes are in dire 

need of volunteers. Many hospitalized veterans have no 

family, friends or are far from home. That is why volun-

teers are so important. 
 

Specifically our own 1st District needs a Veterans Ad-

ministration Volunteer Services (VAVS) Representative 

and Deputy Representative. This is a National Appoint-

ment available to any qualified member who is involved 

in VA volunteerism. For appointment consideration con-

tact myself or your District Commander, Dale Smith. 

 

Volunteer opportunities vary by location. Here are some 

experiences that you may have: 

¶ Reading to patients; 

¶ Volunteer drivers; 

¶ Clerical, in many areas; 

¶ Mail room; 

¶ Transporting patients to appointments; 

¶ Manning clothes closets; 

¶ Assisting with recreational activities; 

¶ Discharge waiting room; 
       Providing camaraderie. 
 

VA Voluntary Service (VAVS) volunteers bring that 

touch of home. They bring that feeling that patients re-

member. 

 

All facilities in California have needs; these needs include 

such things as: 

¶ Magazines; 

¶ Art supplies; 

¶ Beverages and associated supplies; 

¶ Internet fees; 

¶ Canteen books; 

¶ Gift certificates; 
      Small appliances. 
 

No matter what you would like to do, there is a volunteer 

role that everyone will enjoy. Volunteer today!  

 

Yours in Comradeship, 

 

Doug Carrington, State Chairman 

VAVS/Hospital/Home Committee 

H: 619-443-0932     

C: 619-402-5939 

doug.carrington@cox.net 

 

VFW 1st DISTRICT  

2011 ï 2012 

DISTRICT &  

INFORMATION/

MEMBERSHIP  

MEETINGS  
 

Lists of meeting dates are as follows: 

   

Information & Membership Dates: (Tuesdays) 

July 19, 2011  VFW Post 3783 (Ramona)  

September 20, 2011 VFW Post 2111 (Chula Vista) 

October 18, 2011  VFW Post 1512 (Encanto) 

December 20, 2011  (Joint Membership)  

   VFW Post 7420 (Don Diego) 

January 17, 2012 VFW Post 7907 (Poway)  

February 21, 2012 VFW Post 2082 (Lemon Grove) 

March 20, 2012 

April 17, 2012  

   

District Meetings Dates: (Sundays) 

August 7, 2011  VFW Post 2082 (LG),  

   LAUX -VFW Ship 1774 

November 6, 2011 VFW Post 2082 (Lemon Grove) 

   LAUX -VFW Ship 1774  

January 29, 2012 (State Official Visit)  

   VFW Post 2275 (SABLE),  

   LAUX -VFW Post 5867   

   (Lakeside)  

June 3, 2012  (District 1 Convention)  

   VFW Post 2275 (SABLE),  

   LAUX -VFW Post 

   (Lakeside)  

 

There will be a combination of (11) eleven District Meet-

ings that will be held during the 2011-2012 VFW year. A 

Total of (8) eight Meetings must be attended in order for a 

Comrade to qualify for the Joint Membership Dinner that 

will be held in May 2012. 

 

The Information & Membership Meetings are the third 

Tuesday of the month at 19:30 hours. District Meetings 

are the first Sunday of the listed month at 10:00 hours.    

 

Any Comrade who attends all (11) eleven District Meet-

ings, signed- in and paid the fee will have his/her name 

entered in a drawing to receive their $33.00 back. Only 

(1) name will be drawn.   

 

May 14, 2012, Monday, Joint Membership & Awards 

Presentation Dinner. TBD     
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TELL YOUR SENATORS TO SUPPORT THE PROTECT OUR DISABLED HEROES ACT! 
 

Last month, I told you the story about a Veteranôs Widow who was being charged $1,500 to file a VA Death Pension 

claim by an unscrupulous individual.  This practice is not allowed by Title 38 of the Code of Federal Regulations cita-

tion 38 CFR 14.636, which specifically delineates who can charge for services provided to a Veteran or Claimant, and 

when. 

 

The reason that these crooks are getting away with preying on our elderly Veterans is that there are no criminal penalties 

to prosecute them!  The Protect our Disabled Heroes Act of 2011 (S. 1847), introduced by Florida Senator Marco Rubio 

on November 10, 2011 would reinstate those penalties "with a fine as provided by Title 18 of the United States Code, or 

imprisonment for not more than one year, or both."  The Bill currently only has THREE co-sponsors, and NONE of 

them are our United States Senators!  

 

I encourage you to contact the offices of Senator Feinstein and Senator Boxer through the Capitol Hotline at (877) 762-

8762, REMIND THEM that this is a major election year, and encourage them to IMMEDIATELY support and co-

sponsor this Bill! 

 

VA ANNOUNCES CHANGES TO EMERGENCY CARE PAYMENT POLICY  

 

If you receive your health care from the VA, take note!  The VA recently made a change in regulations regarding pay-

ments for emergency care provided to eligible Veterans in non-VA facilities. 

 

If you have a medical emergency, the law says the ambulance has to take you to the nearest emergency medical facility, 

which will probably not be the VA Medical Center!  If a service-connected disability is causing the need for emergency 

care, the VA will only pay for treatment provided up to the point where you are stable enough for transfer to a VA facil-

ity.  If you refuse to be transferred to the VA facility, you are responsible for all bills incurred after that point! 

 

Keep in mind that just because the VA treats you for a medical condition, doesnôt mean itôs service-connected!  You 

must file a Disability Compensation claim for that condition to gain service-connection.  Payment for emergent care of 

non-service connected conditions is available in VERY limited situations. 

 

There are specific criteria concerning payment for Non-VA emergent care at VA expense in Part 4, Section 11, (pages 

134-137) of the VFW Guide for Post Service Officers.  Contact your Post Service Officer for additional details. 

 

HOST A VETERANS & SENIORS RESOURCE FAIR!  

 

If your Post or Auxiliary Unit is interested in having an ñOpen Houseò in your Community by hosting a Veteransô and 

Seniorsô Resource Fair at your Post Home, or nearby other facility such as a Senior Center or Community Center, please 

contact Jerry Barber, Event Coordinator for the Joint Outreach Service Office, by telephone at (619) 820-4813 or by 

email to MTNJERRY39@YAHOO.COM  The Joint Outreach Service Office will publicize the event, and your Post will 

be provided a free table for Veterans Service, Recruiting, & Poppies!  This is a great opportunity for your Post to excel 

and show Veterans, their Family members and Survivors in your Community to our various programs, and show them 

that weôre more than just a Canteen! 

 

HOST A VETERANSô BENEFITS PRESENTATION! 

 

If your Post or Auxiliary Unit is interested in having an ñOpen Houseò in your Community by hosting a Veteransô Bene-

fits Presentation Post Home or nearby other facility such as a Senior Center or Community Center, please contact me 

either by telephone at (619) 365-8263 or by email to SLANGHOFF@COX.NET  The Joint Outreach Service Office will 

publicize the event in your area and youôll get all the attention from Veterans, their Family members and Survivors who 

reside there! 
 

If you have questions about Veterans or Survivor benefits, speak to your Post Service Officer, or call the  

Joint Outreach Service Office at (619) 365-8263! 

District 1 Service Officer Scott Langhoff 

mailto:MTNJERRY39@YAHOO.COM
mailto:SLANGHOFF@COX.NET
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Dist. 1 LAUX Sr Vice Pres Maria McCoy  

Hello Sisters and Com-

rades. 

 

I hope everyone is doing 

well. 

 

February is the Month of 

Love and Friendship I wish 

everyone a "Happy Valentineôs Day" let's not forget to 

smile to those less fortune. 

 

February Events. 

 

Feb 18, 2012 School of Instruction / Historian 

Workshop 

Sable # 2275  11:00 AM 

 

Feb 25 & 26, 2012 National Mid Winter Conference 

Hawaii 

  

 

Feb 28, 2012           Membership Meeting  

San Marcos # 3795    6:00 PM 

 

March Events. 

 

March 18, 2012        PDP Appreciation Luncheon 

Cdr.  Jack E. Carleton # 2111 11:00 AM 

 

 

March 25, 2012   Commander Dale and President 

Ellie's Homecoming 

Ramona # 3783    1:00 PM more details to come. 

 

March 27, 2012    Membership Meeting  

Cdr. Jack E. Carleton # 2111  

 

God Bless You. 

Sincerely 

Sr. Vice President 

Maria McCoy 

Annual VFW Legislative Confer-

ence.  VFW Dept of CA State 

Commander Bobby Price, and 

Steve Arends, a member of the 

VFW's National Legislative Com-

mittee, from VFW Post #2111 will 

be attending this conference in 

Washington, DC during March 3-7, 

2012.  They already have over a dozen appointments set 

up with California legislators in the U.S Congress while 

they're in DC, including all 5 members of the U.S. House 

from San Diego County.  A full report of the VFW Legis-

lative Conference will be in the April edition of the Bugle 

newsletter. 

 

VA's Aspire Center.  The VA's new 40 bed veteran resi-

dential rehabilitation treatment program in San Diego 

should be opening later this year.  It will be located in the 

old Town area, and is meant to promote recovery from 

PTSD and TBI in service members, particularly those 

returning from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  The 

Aspire Center needs a conditional use permit from the 

San Diego City Council before the lease is finalized for 

the buildings the VA will be leasing in Old Town for this 

5 year program.  A vote on the permit is expected later 

this spring by the City Council. 

 

New VA Regional Office Director.  The VA has chosen 

Ms. Joanne Chambers to become the new permanent Di-

rector of our Regional Office.  She should be onboard by 

March. Ms. Shana Brown remains as the Deputy Director 

at our Regional office. 

 

17,000 More Veterans Returning to San Diego.  The 

VA expects this number of new veterans returning to 

Southern California for discharge in 2012.  Most will be 

separating from the service here in San Diego.  In mid-

January, the VA assisted over 700 members of the U.S. 

Marine Corps Reserve who returned from the war zones 

after a year of reserve duty.  Of those, 369 completed 

"Quick Start" disability claims which are processed 

within 60 days of being discharged.  Our local VA Re-

gional Office has already handled over 12,000 of these 

"Quick Start" claims from OIF/OEF veterans.  San Diego 

County continues to have the highest number of OIF/OEF 

veterans of any county in the U.S.  The VA, along with 

the U.S. Dept of Labor, is revising its TAP (Transition 

Assistance Program" schedule.  TAP is now mandatory 

for all members of the military when they leave active 

duty.   

Veteranôs Corner by Steve Arends 
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District 1 LAUX Chaplain Sheri Carrington   

 

CHAPLAINôS CORNER 

 
Dear Sisters, 

 

Jr Vice President Dixie Wilson suffered a fall at the District Meeting on Sunday January 

29th.  She is home and is recovering from the fall.  She suffered a torn muscle and bone 

fragment in her hip but will be fine.  She has no injury to her head.  Cards can be sent to 

her at 6548 Bantam Lake Circle, San Diego 92119. 

 

    The following sisters have gone to their heavenly home: 

 

    Kathy Usleton  3788  12/2/2011 

    Sherry Dig  3788  11/21/2011 

    Ruby Romera  3788  12/8/2011 

    Joan Jorgenson  3788  11/7/2011 

    Lisa Trujillo  7420  12/2/2011 

    Elizabeth Juarez 7420  12/17/2011 

    Dora Benton  7420  1/1/2012 

    Sally Rivera  7420  1/3/2012 

    Estelle Thielen  2111  November 2011 

    Marisa Woolsey 2111  12/30/2011 

 

Please keep all of our Sisters, Comrades and the men and women of our military in your prayersééé. 

 

Loyally, 

 

Sheri Carrington   (619) 443-0932 home 

District Chaplain   (619) 721-4902 cell 

13300 Los Coches Rd. E. #6  1mommabear@cox.net 

El Cajon, CA. 92021 

 

~~~Reminder ï please remember to send in your three part forms when you report a sisterôs death.  One goes to me, one 

to Marilyn Peck Department Chaplain, and one to the Department office. ~~~ 

 

 
Love is patient, love is kind. 

It does not envy, it does not boast, 

it is not proud. 

It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, 

it is not easily angered, 

it keeps no record of wrongs. 

Love does not delight in evil 

but rejoices with the truth. 

It always protects, always trusts, 

always hopes, always perseveres. 

Love never fails. 
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I would like to thank the ladies of my Auxiliary for their great hospitality and the great meal cooked by our District 

Commander Dale and his wife, thank you.  

 

Your Division winners for the month of January were as follows: 

 

    Division 1  Thomas H Cosby Jr 4630 

 

    Division 2  Gen. Henry D Styer 2422 

 

    Division 3  Lt Fred Lewis Kent 7907 

 

    Division 4  SgtMaj Ralph E Gibbs Jr Memorial 7041 

 

    Division 5  PFC Archie G McArthur 3783 

 

    Division 6  Santee 9327  

 

    Division 7  Encanto 1512  

  

  Division 8  CDR Jack E Carlton 2111 

 

One more Auxiliary has made the 100%+ category, BIG congratulations to Encanto 1512 Auxiliary.  We have a few 

more Auxiliaries that will join the ranks of 100% soon.   

 

Just got back from C of A and for those that werenôt at our Membership meeting, we got to keep the Medallion, but just 

barely, we took in 23 transmittals.  At the moment we are .42% ahead of Department and that isnôt much of a lead.  We 

have to keep on pushing and pushing hard.  Thank you ladies for all that you do.   

 

Our next meeting will be held at San Marcos Memorial Post 3795 at 7:00 pm, hope to see you all there.  

 

Again I thank you all, 

 

Rose Busang 

Marla Smith 

Susan MacDonald 

Rosanna Vasquez 

District 1 LAUX Membership Chairman Rose Busang 

Disclaimer 
 

The ñDispatchò is the official monthly publication of Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, District One, De-

partment of California and shall act as a periodical for the benefit and enrichment of all VFW Posts, Ship, Menôs Auxil-

iary, and Ladies Auxiliaries comprising First District.  

 

As Department Officers, any and all communications from the First District Commander and First District President are 

considered to be official as they have the privilege of membership on the Council of Administration, Department of 

California for the current calendar year.  

 

Submission of articles for the Dispatch must be to the Editor Russ Eseltine (reseltine@cox.net) no later than the 25th of 

each month normally. Donôt forget who, what, where, when! The Dispatch is available monthly at: www.vfwdist1ca.org. 
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Veteranôs Corner by Steve Continued  

San Diego VA Healthcare.  The local San Diego VA 

Healthcare System will be adding 7 more primary care 

teams to handle the increasing number of veterans en-

rolled in the system.  These teams will be located at the 

VA Medical Center in La Jolla, and the CBOC's 

(Community Based Outreach Clinics) throughout our 

county, including the one here in Chula Vista.  There is a 

plan to expand the primary care facility in La Jolla to a 

site off the campus, as well as at the CBOC at the Mission 

Valley VA.  Primary care appointments times are improv-

ing here in San Diego, with over 97% of the patients get-

ting an appointment with their VA primary care physician 

within 7 days.  Specialty care clinic appointments take 

longer, but are improving as well.  The San Diego VA 

Healthcare System received a 2% increase in funding for 

the New Year, with an expected 7% increase in the num-

ber of veterans enrolled in the VA healthcare system here 

in San Diego.   

 

Fort Rosecrans.  The project begun last year to re-align 

all the headstones at Fort Rosecrans should be completed 

by the end of 2012.  In December, Fort Rosecrans had 

204 internments of veterans' ashes, and there were 84 

burials in December at our new VA cemetery at 

Miramar.   

 

Save The Date.  The annual Chula Vista Veterans Home 

Support Foundation's Golf Classic will be on Thursday, 

May 3, 2012.  Eastlake Country Club in eastern Chula 

Vista.  12 noon shotgun start.  Sponsors and players 

needed, along with items for the raffle and live auction 

during the dinner after the golfers complete their 18 holes 

of golf POC is Dee Diaz at the Veterans Home at (619) 

205-1410, or e-mail at Dorothy.Diaz@calvet.ca.gov. 

 

San Diego County Veterans Advisory Council.  The 

Board of Supervisors' Veterans Council meets monthly, 

usually at the Veterans Memorial Center and Museum in 

Balboa Park, always on the 2nd Saturday of every month, 

at 9:30 AM.  This year the Council will have some of 

their meetings off--site throughout our County.  The Feb-

ruary 11, 2012 County VAC meeting will be at the 

ACVOW (American Combat Veterans Of War) office 

next to the new VA CBOC in Oceanside on Saturday, 

2/11/12.  The ACVOW office is located at 3508 Seagate 

Way, #160, in Oceanside.  The April 14, 2012 meeting of 

the County VAC will be in the County's 1st District, 

which includes Chula Vista.  The April 14th VAC meet-

ing will be at the Chula Vista Veterans Home, at 700 East 

Naples Court, off Telegraph Canyon Road and Medical 

Center Drive.  All County VAC meetings are open to the 

public, and all veterans are cordially invited to at-

tend.  County Supervisor Greg Cox's 1st District rep on  

District 1 LAUX Youth Activities  

Thank you every one who 

participated in Voice of 

Democracy and Patriot 

Pen.  My first Banquet it 

was fabulous, sorry to say 

our entries did not get first 

place. Two brothers from 

24th District won and 

they  were  bo th  ou t -

standing entries. 

 

Patriotic Art is our next goal good luck. 

 

Thank you for all your reports fantastic jobs on all by Of-

ficial Visit we will be 100% please donôt stop now keep 

them coming. 

 

God Bless. 

Youth Report District 1 

Chairman:  Dixie L. Wilson 

Veteranôs Corner by Steve Continued 

the County VAC is Steve Arends. 

 

California Veterans Home Fund.  Thanks to legislation 

championed by Assemblyman Nathan Fletcher with AB-

1088, over $210K was donated in 2011 by California tax-

payers when they filed their 2010 tax returns.  California 

taxpayers can again donate a portion of their state income 

tax refund to this Fund when they file their California 

Form 540 tax returns before April 17, 2012.  The Fund is 

Code #417 on line #110 on the Form 540 this year.  All 

money donated to this fund goes directly to improving the 

quality of living for all veterans living at our state Veter-

ans Homes.   

 

VA Extends Emergency Care Policy.  The VA's author-

ity to pay for a veteran's emergency room treatment at 

non-VA medical facilities was recently changed.  More 

i n f o  a b o u t  t h i s  c h a n g e  i s  o n- l i n e  a t 

www.nonvacare.va.gov. 

mailto:Dorothy.Diaz@calvet.ca.gov
http://www.nonvacare.va.gov
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District 1 LAUX Veterans and Family Support Chairman 

       
Sisters, 

Happy New Year!! 

 

Ladies as we begin this New Year please donôt forget we still have troops that are in Afghanistan and other foreign 

countries that still need our help!!  Even though many are coming home, many will need our help once they return home.  

For example, car/home repairs or their home may be in foreclosure.   Remember that a grant for our military personnel is 

up to $2,500.00.  This is one of the reasons why we still need to donate to the NMS.  In reviewing the blackout sheet for 

December, we only have 5 Auxiliaries that have donated to NMS, even though there are 21 Auxiliaries in our District.  

We also have the Military Assistance Program to assist Posts and Auxiliaries to have Welcome Home Events for their 

Units, leaving a good impression of the VFW& Ladies Auxiliaries.  This is one way for our organization to recruit more 

members.   

 

Donôt forget to turn in your raffle tickets, plus funds.  The donation is $50.00 per Auxiliaries, and that is 25 chances your 

Auxiliary could win.  If you purchased any of the raffle tickets, donôt forget to submit a report.  If you would like addi-

tional tickets, please either call or email Mary Ryser (vfw3699@live.com) at 760-296-3173.   As you know, a 42ò 

Plasma TV will be raffled off at the State Convention.  All funds will go to support NMS.  Auxiliary can purchase the 25 

tickets ($50) and if you win, your Auxiliary can have a fund raiser by raffling off the TV.  To receive credit from the 

NMS, Mary Ryser (Dept. of California, VFS Chairman), need the raffle tickets/money back by April 10, 2012.   

 

Service Officers ï As more of our active military retires, from the Military, many of them will need the assistance of our 

Service Officers.  Even though the Service Officers voluntary their service, they still need funds to assistance our veter-

ans or surviving spouses.  Please have your Auxiliary voted out funds, or have a fund raiser.     

 

CONTINUING EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP ï Just a reminder, donôt forget about the Continuing Education 

Scholarship which is awarded through the Ladies Auxiliary VFW.  The purpose of this is to assist members who wish 

to further their education by pursuing a college degree or a career direction at technical school. The spouse, daughter, 

and son of a member ONLY are also eligible to apply. One scholarship will be presented each year to a selected candi-

date in each of the four Ladies Auxiliary VFW Conferences. Applicant must be 18 years of age or older. Qualifying 

member must have been a member of the Ladies Auxiliary VFW for one year prior to application. Previous national 

winners are not eligible.   Application deadline is 2/15/2012.  The application can be found at www.lavfwca.org.  The 

National Director would like to see 10 applications to National by 2/15/12.  So please let your members know at your 

next monthly meeting.  If you either call me (760-839-5324) or email me at ohbillings@earthlink.net, to let me know 

that you brought this on the floor, I will write a report for you and submit to Department.  If your Auxiliary decides to 

make a donation to this Scholarship, please donôt forget to either call or email me and I will submit a report for you.  

Donôt forget to let me know the amount of your donation.      

 

National is promoting a book called:  Life in The US Military.  This book is writing by a Veteran who wrote on Pleas-

ures for Special Seniors Collection of books begun in 2007.  Previous titles are Fruits, Fun Foods and Hand Tools.  If 

you are interested in ordering this book, please go to the lavfw.org web site and under Veterans Program, you will find 

the order sheet.  The price of this book is $25.00 for a hard copy.  You can also call or email the writer, Dan Koffman at 

dan@koffman.net or call him at 1-888-278-5300.  His address is Dan Koffman Simple Pleasures for Special Seniors,  

260 Saylor Rd., Camano Island, WA 98282.   

 

Ladies, you are doing a great job, so keep up the good work.  So donôt forget to report all the great things you are doing 

for our active troops and Veterans. God Bless!! 
Oneita Billings, 1st District Chairman of Veterans and Family Support 

1800 South Maple Street, Unit 114/Res:  760-839-5324 

Escondido, CA 92025      Email:  ohbillings@earthlink.net 

mailto:vfw3699@live.com
http://www.lavfwca.org
mailto:ohbillings@earthlink.net
mailto:dan@koffman.net
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VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS, DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA RECOGNIZES 

TEACHERS AND STUDENTS FOR DEDICATION TO OUR TROOPS 
 

SACRAMENTO ï This past month, the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Department of California awarded several 

teachers and students for their continued commitment to the United States Military by distributing VFWôs National Citi-

zenship Education Teacher Awards, Patriotôs Pen Award and Voice of Democracy Award. 

 

The VFW launched the National Citizenship Education Teacher Award in 1999 to recognize classroom teachers for 

promoting citizen education with their students. This year, VFW was proud to present this award to three dedicated Cali-

fornia teachers ï all who have proven to be teachers dedicated to honoring our troops by educating their students on im-

portant veteransô issues. 

 

The entries for all three teachers have been forwarded as nominees to VFW National Headquarters for the National Citi-

zenship Education Teacher Award. 

 

Å K - 5th Grade: Ms. Mary Wilson , 1st grade teacher, Don Juan Avila Elementary School located in Aliso Viejo, CA 

 

Å 6th ï 8th Grade: Mr. Kevin Corrinet , 8th grade Math teacher, Richard Henry Dana Middle School located in Haw-

thorne, CA 

 

Å 9th ï 12th Grade: Mr. Jeff Carpenter, High School Social Science teacher, Rancho Bernardo High School lo-

cated in San Diego, CA 

 

 

The Patriotôs Pen contest is in its fourteenth year and gives 6th, 7th and 8th grade students the opportunity to express 

their opinion on a patriotic theme while improving their writing skills as they compete. This yearôs theme was ñAre You 

Proud of Your Country?ò State winners compete for $7,500 in U.S. Savings Bonds with the national winner receiving 

$10,000 U.S. Savings Bonds during the March 2012 VFW and Ladies Auxiliary Community Service Conference in 

Washington D.C. 

 

The Department of Californiaôs First Place Winner is Jadon Lippincott , an 8th grader who is home schooled and spon-

sored by District 24. Lippincottôs essay has been sent to the VFW National Headquarters as a Nominee for the National 

Patriotôs Pen Essay Contest. 

 

The deadline for the 2012-2013 program is November 1, 2012. The theme for 2012-2013 is: ñWhat I Would Tell Amer-

icaôs Founding Fathers.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured L-R PSC Judge Brown, VFW Chairman, State Cmdr. Bobby Price, Josiah Lippincott, State President Joyce 

Bilyeu and LAVFW VOD Chairman Robin Lawetzki. 
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VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS, DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA RECOGNIZES 

TEACHERS AND STUDENTS FOR DEDICATION TO OUR TROOPS CONTINUED  
 

The National Association of Broadcasters started the Voice of Democracy Scholarship Competition in 1946. The Vet-

erans of Foreign Wars of the United States became a national sponsor in the late 1950s and assumed sole responsibility 

for the program in 1961. 

 

The Voice of Democracy Scholarship Competition provides high school students with the opportunity to write and re-

cord a broadcast script on a patriotic theme, competing for more than $2.3 million in college scholarships and incentives. 

 

State winners are invited to Washington, D.C. during the VFW and Ladies Auxiliary Community Service Conference in 

March to compete for $146,000 in scholarships with first place receiving a $30,000 scholarship. 

 

The theme this year was ñIs there Pride in Serving in our Military?ò The Department of California received over 850 

student entries. 

 

The deadline for the 2012-2013 program is November 1, 2012. The theme for 2012-2013 is: ñIs Our Constitution Still 

Relevant?ò 

 

Jason Lippincott, sponsored by District 24 in Californiaôs Central Valley, was awarded First Place in Californiaôs 

Voice of Democracy Contest and will go on to our Nationôs Capital to compete with 53 other finalists for the grand prize 

ï a $30,000 scholarship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured State Cmdr. Bobby Price, 1st Place Winner Jadon Lippincott, State President Joyce Bilyeu. 

 

 

 

 

To learn more about the VFWôs National Citizenship Education Teacher Awards, Patriotôs Pen Contest and the Voice of 

Democracy Contest, visit us online at www.vfw.org. 

 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. is a nonprofit veterans' service organization composed of combat veterans and 

those who currently serve on active duty or in the Guard and Reserves. Founded in 

1899 and chartered by Congress in 1936, the VFW is the nation's largest organization of war veterans and is one of its 

oldest veterans' organizations. With 2.1 million members located in 7,700 VFW Posts worldwide, the VFW and its Auxil-

iaries are dedicated to "honor the dead by helping the living" through veterans service, legislative initiatives, youth 

scholarships, Buddy Poppy and national military service programs. Annually, the VFW and its Auxiliaries contribute 

more than 11 million hours of community service to the nation. 
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District One Judge Advocate Larry Brown (VFW Post 2111), rode for Make a Wish for Josiah on 22 January 2012. 

There were over 4000 bikers from all over Southern California. They started at National City and ended at Carlsbad. 

They rode passed his house with Josiah waving to them. 


